
Computer Recommendations for Incoming Vanderbilt Engineering Class 
2011 

 
Vanderbilt engineering students are expected to have a portable computer that will run the 
software needed for in-class use.  You can buy it through the Vanderbilt Bookstore or you can 
bring your own.  You may already have a machine that will meet your needs.  The Bookstore 
model will be a PC.  A Mac will do, but only if it can run Windows and otherwise meets the PC 
specs. 
 

1. The recommended minimum specifications may be seen at: 
 
http://engineering.vanderbilt.edu/TransIT/ComputerRecommendation.aspx 
 

2.  How it is paid for? 
 
Our early estimate of the cost of such a machine was $1,600.  That does NOT mean that 
you will be billed for $1,600.  It is like textbooks; we give estimates of what they will 
cost, but you buy them on your own.  You can buy your machine through the VU 
Bookstore (see below) but you do not have to. You may bring the computer you now 
own, or buy another on your own. 
 
If you have need-based financial aid or some full-tuition scholarships, $1,600 was added 
to the total cost of Vanderbilt in computing your financial aid or scholarship package.   
You will still need to buy the computer.  If you choose, you can arrange to have the 
$1,600 moved to your Vandycard before July 15, and use that to buy the computer from 
the VU Bookstore.   Please see the instructions on the other side of this page for adding 
cash to your Commodore Card to permit you to make this purchase at the bookstore. 
 

3. Instructions for Purchasing a Laptop Through the Bookstore 
 

The Vanderbilt Bookstore will stock and sell a laptop model which satisfies the 
Engineering School’s requirements for student laptops.  This laptop may be found by 
visiting the following website and scrolling to the bottom of the first column. 

 
 http://www.vanderbiltbookstore.com/ 
 
 
 Listed below is the model that will be available for purchase at the bookstore at a total 
 price of about $1,600, including tax: 
 

 HP ProBook XUO5OUT   $1407.14 
Included: 4-year limited warranty and 4-year accidental damage care 
with built in webcam and microphone 

 Microsoft Office 2010   $   109.24 
  Included: Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and Outlook 
 GoldX 14-ft Ethernet cable      $       9.82  
   
In addition, you may wish to buy the following: 
 
 HP Laserjet P2035 Printer   $   273.11 
 GoldX USB 10-ft printer cable  $     16.68 

  
 
It is important to remember to register the warranty when you receive your computer. The four-
year warranty will be attached to each of the computers’ serial numbers.  When you pick up your 
computer from the bookstore, there will be instructions for registering your warranty online.  
You will not be able to receive service if the serial number is not registered. 
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